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the same as that agreed upon, while the hospital receives $25 a week for the nurse's 
services from the patient, with $7 a week for board, and the nurse is on duty 
twelve or fourteen hours. Most nurses prefer work outside where they receive 
the money paid for the work done. 

I have found the food in hospitals very poor and poorly served. If a nurse 
cannot eat what is offered her she seldom has the privilege of a second choice. 

I have also met one superintendent who neglected to introduce me to the 
doctor visiting the patient, though she knew I was a registered nurse in good 
standing. Nothing, to my mind, makes one feel worse than to have a patient 
and possibly a friend of the patient's introduced to the doctor, while the gradu- 
ate nurse on general duty is ignored. In private duty, with all its cares, dis- 
comforts and makeshifts, one usually finds a courteous doctor and courteous 
people. If not, one can lay it to ignorance, and that could not apply to a hos- 
pital superintendent. 

These are a few of the conditions I have met in post-graduate work and 
general duty. I have decided to go no more, except in an executive capacity. 
Virginia. R.N., an Old Subscriber. 

A CONVENTION SUGGESTION 

Dear Editor: As the west is honored in the national president, "Sunny 
Spokane" would like to offer a suggestion, and ask why we could not have a regis- 
trars' meeting at the convention this year at St. Louis, where directory problems 
may be discussed and unlimited possibilities developed? 

How may the directory be made more efficient in supplying public needs 
and protecting the public from unscrupulous nurses. As an example, a lady 
called upon a registrar stating that a member of the directory had been in her 
home upon a case. Upon inquiring who she was, the registrar stated that she 
was not a graduate, therefore not a member of the directory. Investigation 
brought out the fact that she did not make the statement that she was a mem- 
ber, but when returning to the home she would often state that she had seen the 
registrar, thereby giving the impression that she was a member. The registrar 
had often wondered why she received so many calls from that nurse when she 
had no business dealings with her. This same registrar has been offered "hush 
money" by nurses that the physician might not be told that they did not hold 
diplomas. 

What are the best methods to use to impress the medical profession with 
the value of the directory in exposing such nurses as the one mentioned above? 
also to impress them with the fact that it is a convenience as well as a time-saver? 
We all know that impressions received through the eye are retained longest in 
the memory. If each state association would assume the expense of arranging 
an exhibit at the fair in San Francisco, 1915, with a directory in operation on the 
Fair Grounds, the public could be educated at a minimum expense, and at the 
same time nurses all over the world would receive benefit from the knowledge 
gained by the public in the difference between a "trained nurse" and a "grad- 
uate," as experience has taught that the majority of practical nurses after caring 
for a few cases call themselves "trained nurses." A national organization of 
the directories would protect the nurses, when going into a new city, from homes 
run for immoral purposes under the name "Nurses' Home." It would also 
protect them from those directories that are run for financial gain only, and do 
not uphold the standard. 
Washington. N. B. C, Registrar. 



